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IN SINGAPORE

Language Admission Guidelines

The primary goal of SSIS is to make sure that all our students have developed certain
language skills in the languages of instruction (German for German Stream [DE] and French
for French Stream [FR]) that enables them to follow the academic program seamlessly from
P1 to P6.

SSiS has a broad range of resources to promote language skills of our students individually
and in the classroom setting:
SSiS meets the need for additional language support with a wide range of offers:

Support classes (DaF [DE], FLE [FR]) during normal lesson time

Additional classes of the language of instruction in the afternoon (DaF [DE], FLE [FR])
ECAs in DE or FR in the afternoon

Language Assistant teachers (for certain classes)

Assistant Teachers and Co-Teachers in Kindergarten and FDO

FDO program for Little Tots, Playgroups and Kindergarten

However, these resources are limited; the academic program is based on a monolingual
syllabus and almost all subjects are taught in the languages of instruction.

It is therefore important only to admit new students whose identified language skills, and their
general and academic individual development at the time of application, to make it highly
probable that the support resources of SSiS will be enough to enable students with need of
support to follow the academic program.

During the Admission process, SSiS identifies the language situation of each child by pairing
an indicator about the language background of parents with the actual language development
of the child at the moment of his/her application.

Admission Status:

Four status are possible:

WS = With Support
Admission only possible if parents will agree that their child will use recommended support
offers and/or additionally have external support measures at home:

e Early Childhood and Kindergarten: FDO or ECAs in DE or FR,
e Primary: DaF/FLE

Class Teachers and Support Teachers will observe language skills development and Class
Teachers periodically give feedback to parents. Class Teachers will also inform the Principal
about progress.

WA = With Assessment
Admission only possible after assessment by Special Needs teacher. Special Needs teachers
try to identify the language learning potential and also check general behavioural aspects. If
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Special Needs teacher assessment is favourable, student will be admitted under the same
conditions as status WS

N/A = Highly improbable to have this status due to age of students

a) Both/one parent(s) are/is mother speaker(s) of the language of instruction (DE, FR)

Little Tots
L1 N/A
N/A

Little Tots
L1 N/A
L2 N/A WS
L3 WS WS WS WS WA WA
L4 WS WS WS WA

o L1 = Applying student understands and speaks fluently DE or FR

e L2 = Applying student understands fluently — speaks broken DE or FR

e L3 = Applying student understands only basics — speaks broken DE or FR
e L4 =No language skills in DE or FR

General Notes:

e Language skills are assessed yearly at the end of KG2: They are a main criterion of
transition from KG to P1.

¢ In order to further promote language skills, it is always possible to recommend that the
student joins the class one year below his actual school year age. However, only if this
does not create any gaps in individual development of the child.

e SSiS may always ask former schools or pre-schools for student information.

¢ If parents know from the beginning of admission process to SSiS that they do not want
their child(ren) go to Kindergarten of SSiS, then the language admission criteria will not be
applied and admission will be granted without restriction, provided that there is enough
space in the class and the language level of the class is not affected.

¢ Management of SSiS can always decide on individual exceptions to these criteria.
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