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If only the very best is good enough for your       

children, the Swiss School is exactly what you are 

looking for. 

We are a small, intimate school located in a tropical 

environment, far away from busy streets and urban 

influences – a small oasis of learning waiting to be 

explored by children, which offers sufficient space 

for playing and sports while preparing children for 

life with the highest academic standards. 

The Swiss School in Singapore is officially          

recognized as one of the Swiss Government    

Approved Schools. On four continents, the Swiss 

schools in foreign countries provide education    

according to Swiss standards and criteria. This high 

level of pedagogical quality is given an official seal. 

It is exclusive to Swiss schools in foreign countries 

that have been approved by the Swiss Federal 

Government through an evaluation process by the 

sponsoring cantons, in accordance with guidelines 

issued specifically for that purpose. 

In modern classrooms, highly motivated and caring 

teachers quench students’ thirst for knowledge, 

arouse their curiosity and give your children       

personal attention, advice and support. Up-to-date 

teaching resources and instruction using a variety 

of teaching methods increase their joy of learning. 

Since the Swiss School is an international school 

known for its high standards, classes are           

conducted in both German/ English in the German 

stream and French/ English in the French stream. 

The school prepares its students for a smooth   

transition to United World College of South East 

Asia (UWCSEA), one of the school’s affiliates, 

where they can obtain the International              

Baccalaureate Diploma (IB). In addition, students of 

the German Stream will be able to gain entry into a 

school in the German-speaking part in Switzerland, 

or any German-speaking country, while students of 

the French Stream will be able to gain entry into a 

school in the French-speaking part in Switzerland, 

which can lead to obtaining a certificate upon   

completion of secondary school. 

With creativity, innovation and highly qualified,   

flexible teachers, we not only support and         

challenge the students’ cognitive skills but also their 

independence, self-confidence and self-

responsibility. 

In our school, values such as social responsibility, 

open communication, respect for others, honesty 

and reliability are not just words, but principles we 

adhere to in life and teaching. 

We welcome you to our small, but excellent   

oasis of learning – the Swiss School in          

Singapore. 

SWISS SCHOOL IN SINGAPORE 

https://www.zg.ch/behoerden/direktion-fur-bildung-und-kultur/amt-fur-gemeindliche-schulen


 

 

Our Vision 

Each day our students love to 

come to school, where they 

are inspired to achieve their 

full potential and become 

positive changemakers in the world. 

 

Our Mission 

• Educate in a lush, green environment where 

children take risks, make mistakes, learn and 

grow 

• Put children first with the support of an 

engaged community 

• Empower our dedicated team of educators 

• Teach our Swiss curriculum in German, 

French and English, while embracing our 

Asian setting 

• Build towards a sustainable future informed 

by Swiss excellence and international 

openness 

 

Our Principles 

We are a nurturing community - Everyone feels 

cared for in our community: 

• We consciously take time for each other 

• We communicate and act with dignity 

• We strive to provide a safe and sustainable 

environment for everyone 

We empower goals – SSiS has goals from which 

we can grow: 

• We are committed to provide our best, at all 

times 

• We work needs-based and goal-oriented in 

an inspiring environment 

• We embrace challenges to achieve our goals 

We are positive role models – SSiS has positive 

role models: 

• We foster and support independence,        

self-esteem and diversity 

• We are honest, reliable, fair and open to new 

ideas 

• We acknowledge our self-efficacy and take 

responsibility for our actions 

 

Our Way 

We offer high quality lessons in either German/

English or French/English, and therefore enable our 

students a successful transition to either a German-

speaking, a Swiss-French or an international 

school. 

We cultivate active exchanges with international 

and local educational organisations in Singapore 

and Switzerland. 

Multi-cultural events and gatherings enrich our daily 

lives. We cultivate and promote community spirit 

and thus create unique experiences. 

We continuously develop the quality of our school 

through constant reflection and professional 

development. 

We ensure and improve the quality of our school 

and our lessons through regular internal and 

external assessments.  

OUR VISION, 

MISSION &  

PRINCIPLES 
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Integrity and Dignity 

We want every child to feel secure and comfortable 

at SSiS and to be supported by the community. 

We achieve this through teachers, who have a high 

level of dynamics in leadership and relationship 

competence. 

This indicates: 

• We accompany and lead the children in their 

development with respect and appreciation. 

• We take responsibility for our relationship 

with children and parents and cultivate an 

open dialogue among all parties. 

• We cultivate community and a sense of     

belonging through regular class and school 

events. 

 

Independent Learning and Self-efficacy 

We want every child to be able to develop their  

potential through targeted support and interactive 

coaching. 

We achieve this through lessons that promote    

responsibility, initiative and creativity. 

This indicates: 

• We make sure of tasks and challenges that 

allow the children to grow and learn from 

them. 

• We ensure that the children experience 

meaningful learning by being able to actively 

set goals, create their own ideas and work 

out solutions and ways to achieve their aims 

and objectives. 

• We accompany the children through          

discussions and feedback regarding their 

learning process. 

 

Enjoyable Learning 

We want every child to successfully pursue their 

further education, strengthened by positive         

experiences. 

We achieve this by encouraging children to work on 

their areas of strength. 

This indicates: 

• We are aware that successful learning is   

related to positive emotions. 

• We ensure that children pursue their interests 

and talents and that they are able to     

demonstrate what they enjoy. 

• We make sure that the tasks are engaging 

enough to maintain their motivation and     

enthusiasm to learn and practice. 

PEDAGOGICAL PROFILE 



 

 

Instruction at the Swiss School follows the          

curriculum of the Canton of Zug and provides a  

well-rounded education in German and English. 

At age 2, our youngest students begin their school 

education in “Little Tots”. Up to age 4 (Playgroup I), 

they are primarily instructed in English with German 

being introduced gradually.  

At the age of 4 our Playgroup students go either to 

Kindergarten I (path I) or to Playgroup II (path II). In 

Playgroup II, they are primarily instructed in English 

while in Kindergarten I they are mainly instructed in 

German. Kindergarten I is already part of Primary 

School. Swiss class teachers and English-speaking 

subject teachers prepare students for Primary 1 in 

both German and English.  

Afterwards all students continue with Kindergarten 

II.  

In Primary 1, reading and writing will be taught in 

German or French and English. Supplementary 

subjects such as Science and Swimming are taught 

in English. Moving into the higher grades, English 

gradually increases, providing a smooth transition 

from Primary 6 to our affiliate school, United World 

College of South East Asia (UWCSEA). 

OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM 

(For the French Stream please refer to the overview in the brochure “École Primaire“)  



 

Pre-School GS -  Version Feb 22 | 7  

EARLY CHILDHOOD 

For children, playing is the most natural way of 

learning how to interact with each other. By playing, 

children learn a lot about themselves and their rela-

tionship with the world around them. Our curriculum 

promotes the development by play, to which the 

children can actively contribute and learn from each 

other. The activities are carefully prepared and en-

sure learning by way of discovery and play. Age-

appropriate play and learning materials promote the 

natural enjoyment of the children regarding playing 

and learning. This way the children learn to build 

working relationships with other children and im-

prove their knowledge and skills in playful learning 

experiences. 

 

Our Little Tots 

Our Little Tots are English-speaking playgroups for 

children from two to three years of age. We offer a 

pleasant, encouraging atmosphere in small groups 

with a student/teacher ratio of max 4:1. Each of the 

Little Tots classes is accompanied by two English-

speaking teachers. Our Little Tots learn to have 

contact with their peers in order to prepare for their 

subsequent school career. 

Sand play, sports, music and water play lessons, 

are an integral part of the programme. Regular 

classes last from 8:30am until 12:50pm. In addition, 

we provide an optimal and optional Full Day Offer 

(FDO) from Monday to Friday, 8:30am until 

3:20pm, which includes rest and relaxation time 

(lunch see Lunch Table). Parents can chose be-

tween two options: Five full days or three full days 

according to their preference. 

 

 

Our Playgroups 

Children from three to five years of age attend our 

mixed-age Playgroup classes. Each of these clas-

ses has between 12 and 18 children and is led by 

two English-speaking teachers. Playful learning is 

the focus whether individually, in small groups or in 

a whole class setting. We adopt a theme-based 

approach that supports the children to perceive and 

get to know themselves, their own body and their 

surroundings and to develop self-awareness and 

self-confidence. 

Sports, music, sand play, German and swimming 

lessons are an integral part of the curriculum. Reg-

ular classes are from 8:30am to 12:50pm. 

For Playgroup I students, we provide an optimal 

and optional Full Day Offer (FDO) from Monday to 

Friday, 8:30am until 3:20pm, which includes rest 

and relaxation time (lunch see Lunch Table). Par-

ents can chose between two options: Five full days 

or three full days according to their preference. 

Playgroup II children can profit of the optimal and 

optional Full Day offer (FDO) on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:30am until 

3:20pm. Attendance on all three days is mandatory. 

This programme is taught in German as 

preparation for Kindergarten and runs in addition to 

the regular lessons from 1:45 until 3:20pm. In 

combination with our Extra Curricular Activities 

(ECA), students may stay at school for five days 

per week from 8:30am until 3:20pm. 



 

 

PROGRAMME 

German 

The teaching language in our Playgroup classes is 

mainly English. During two lessons a week a    

German-speaking teacher works with the children. 

Joint activities and singing together apply to all  

children. Children, whose mother tongue is not 

German, are supported in small groups or          

individually. Upon transfer to the Kindergarten the 

teaching language switches to German. However, 

English is still part of the curriculum. 

 

Swimming 

While the Little Tots play with water on a weekly 

basis, our Playgroup Children go to swimming    

lessons once a week. The swimming teachers of 

Aqua Ducks ensure swimming lessons with a great 

variety of activities. 

 

Sandpit 

The large sand box encourages digging and joint 

play. All EC class children, dig, build and play in 

the sand box every week. 

 

Extra-curricular Activities (ECA) 

A wide selection of extracurricular courses enables 

children from Playgroup II upwards to attend      

various semester courses according to their        

personal interests. The extra-curricular courses are 

newly arranged every semester. 

 

 

 

Lunch Table (Lunch Service) 

Little Tots/Playgroup I 

Students who take part in the FDO bring their own 

lunch from home, a fridge and microwave is     

available. The teachers are responsible for     

warming up the food and support/ supervise the 

children during the lunch time. 

 

Playgroup II 

Students who take part in the FDO and/ or         

participate in ECAs in the afternoons are offered 

lunch (“Mittagstisch“), giving children the            

opportunity to eat together. The set menu changes 

daily and is prepared and served by staff of the 

Swiss Club. However, the students can also bring 

their own food and heat it up in the microwave. 

Teachers and employees supervise the lunch    

service. 
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TIMETABLE 

Timetable example Pre-school/ Early Childhood 



 

 

The child is the focus 

Playgroups promote self-competence, initiative and decision-

making. 

Example from a teaching situation: 

Today there are pine and spruce cones of all sizes and shapes on the 

workbench, along with a piece of clay. Four children agree to this offer, 

and structures, mountains, towers and gardens are created, which are 

then happily made to collapse. Simon watches what's going on for a 

while, then he goes to the "toy-crate". There's a camera there. And this 

old camera has caught his eye. When a photographer came to the play-

group, he observed him closely: how he held the camera, how he took 

pictures, what positions he took. Today Simon is that photographer. 

He's standing on a chair with the camera, just like him. Sometimes he 

focuses on the group, sometimes on a single child, sometimes on the 

workbench. He even photographs himself in the mirror! 

Our Playgroups are based on a contemporary understanding of early childhood education. Children are 

born competent and active of their own accord. 

Early childhood education in the playgroup is therefore based on the following principles:  

COMPETENCES 

The child chooses the time 

Playgroups promote the individual, independent, holistic and self-

educating learning process. 

Example from a teaching situation: 

Timea is new to the playgroup. At the beginning she can hardly     

decide: The "puppet corner" is tempting, as is the painting wall. A 

competition is currently taking place in the "jumping corner". A girl 

rearranges the goods in the market stall. The road made of building 

blocks on the ground is getting longer and longer. Timea stares and 

marvels, holding the plush dog tightly to her. The playgroup leader 

watches her and gives her the time she needs. If Timea looks at her, 

she keeps eye contact, nods to her. Timea realizes it’s okay to just 

look. You can take your time. Nobody is pushing them anywhere. 

After a while she goes to the market stall and helps with the clearing. 
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The child trusts in his abilities 

Playgroups encourage imagination, experimentation and diverse skills. 

Example from a teaching situation: 

Marc has two big sisters. They can draw properly. When Marc draws, they 

ask: What is that supposed to be? It's different in the playgroup. There is a 

painting wall there. Every child can, none has to. Marc doesn't want to at 

first. When he sees how enthusiastically the other children paint, some-

times even with their hands, his courage grows. Here nobody asks: What is 

that supposed to be? Marc tries too. He dips his hands in yellow, runs them 

over the paper, then in red. Wow, that's going to be orange! He adds a little 

blue and conjures purple with it. Marc paints and  mixes, paints and mixes, 

and is enraptured by the play of colors that he produces here. 

The child understands through experience 

Playgroups promote intellectual, motor and psycho-

social development. 

Example from a teaching situation: 

Not again! Now the tower falls for the third time! Tim and 

Tobi are getting impatient. Why doesn't it work? They start a 

fourth time. "We have to take the big blocks first," says Tim. 

“Hey, not so crooked. The blocks have to be on top of each 

other, otherwise the tower will collapse again,” Tobi inter-

jects. This time the two build a little slower. You take the big 

ones first, then the smaller ones. They make sure that they 

stand edge to edge. You work diligently. The tower will soon 

be as tall as Tim. Then even bigger than Tobi. "Yeah!" – The 

builders clap their hands and call the  other children. When 

they knock over the tower afterwards, it is intentional - and 

of course there is a big hurrah. 

The child learns with and from other children 

Playgroups promote social learning 

Example from a teaching situation: 

Jeremy always looks forward to the moment when the forest          

playgroup leader distributes the little saws. Finally! He is in his       

element when sawing. He already knows that he has to hold 

the wood with his left hand so that it doesn't roll away. He has 

already tried out how much pressure is required for the saw to 

really cut. Today he has a viewer: Kaja. She sits next to him for 

a full half hour, watches, marvels, remembers his movements. 

"Can you help me hold the wood?" Kaja likes to help. Your fear 

of the unfamiliar tool disappears. If Jeremy is so good at it, then 

- could she try it too? After the picnic break, she also gets a 

small saw and a log. She sits down next to Jeremy, watching 

again how he does it. For his part, Jeremy is only too happy to 

be a supporter: "Better hold your hand out here," he says car-

ingly. At first hesitantly, then more and more vigorously, Kaja    

begins to saw. 



 

 

The child communicates 

Playgroups promote communicative skills and lan-

guage acquisition 

Example from a teaching situation: 

Candida hardly understands or speaks English. She still 

loves the story of the mole. The playgroup teacher has 

told them  several times and even acted them out with 

stuffed animals. That's how Candida understood the fun-

ny thing that happened. Today she is sitting in the story 

corner with Noah. Noah holds the book of the mole in his 

hand. He talks and gesticulates  violently. Candida lis-

tens. She picks up some terms. Suddenly she points to 

one side and says loudly and clearly: "Mole".   Noah in-

terrupts his rant: "Yes, there's the mole." The next week 

Candida participates when all the children are looking at 

the book with the playgroup leader: "Mole funny," she 

says; and the playgroup leader is happy about this first 

message. 

The child trusts adults 

Playgroup and family share responsibility, because educational processes are bonding processes. The 

child experiences a benevolent cooperation between the educational and upbringing partners who act  

reliably and in an exemplary manner. The cooperation of playgroups and parents is central and has a  

positive effect on the integration and learning development of the children. The partnership relationship is 

based on trust, respect and open communication. 

The playgroup teachers recognizes the needs in the separation and adjustment process and accompanies 

the child and the caregiver patiently, understandingly and empathetically. They observe the children in 

their development and in their relationships with each other and exchanges their views with parents and 

professionals for the benefit of the children. Playgroups are important partners in early detection and work 

closely with parents. 
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Parents’ Involvement 

We recognise the importance of collaborative     

efforts and parental involvement, and their          

necessity in order to create a positive and personal 

school experience for your child. All parents are 

cordially invited to get involved as class              

representatives in the SSiS Parentsforum. 

 

School bus 

Our children have the possibility to make use of 

Swiss School bus on their way to and from school. 

D’Best Bus Transport Service ensures a            

high-quality door-to-door bus operation to and from 

our school. You can find all necessary information 

regarding the school bus operation on our 

webpage. 

 

Special Occasions 

We have reason for celebrations every year, such 

as our largest event, which is Summer Night Event 

marking the end of the school year, or the various 

cultural and religious holidays such as Deepavali, 

Lantern Event, Advent Event and Chinese New 

Year. 

 

The following events are traditional events for our 

EC classes: 

 

Lantern Event 

In their classes, the children make wonderfully 

shiny lanterns. During a joint evening walk, we sing 

together in a lantern parade. 

 

Chinese New Year 

On one morning, the Chinese New Year, as it is 

tradition, is celebrated together with the parents, 

who are cordially invited. 

 

Mother’s Day 

On Mothers’ Day all mothers are invited to a joint 

day of fun and games. 

 

 

https://www.swiss-school.edu.sg/en/schulleben/schulbus/
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Contact us 

 

38 Swiss Club Road, Singapore 288140 

+65 6468 2117 

info@Swiss-school.edu.sg 

www.swiss-school.edu.sg 


